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Wordpress For Beginners Up To
Advanced 2018

WordPress for Beginners up to Advanced 2018 WordPress for beginners up to advanced 2018
is a comprehensive guide designed to help newcomers and experienced users alike harness the
full potential of this powerful content management system (CMS). Whether you're just starting
out or looking to refine your skills for professional website development, understanding
WordPress's core features, customization options, and advanced techniques is essential. This
guide covers everything from basic setup to sophisticated customization, ensuring you can create,
manage, and optimize websites effectively.

Getting Started with WordPress for Beginners

What is WordPress?

WordPress is an open-source content management system that powers over 30% of all websites
worldwide. It is renowned for its user-friendly interface, flexibility, and extensive plugin and
theme ecosystem. Originally launched in 2003, WordPress has evolved into a versatile platform
suitable for blogs, business sites, e-commerce stores, portfolios, and more.

Why Choose WordPress?

- Ease of Use: Intuitive dashboard and content editor. - Flexibility: Thousands of themes and
plugins. - Community Support: Active forums, tutorials, and developer resources. - Cost-Effective:
Free core software with affordable premium options. - SEO-Friendly: Built-in features and plugins
to optimize search rankings.

Setting Up Your First WordPress Site

To start your WordPress journey: 1. Choose a Domain Name and Hosting Provider: Select a
memorable domain and reliable hosting service. 2. Install WordPress: Many hosts offer one-click
installations. 3. Configure Basic Settings: Set your site title, tagline, timezone, and permalink
structure. 4. Select a Theme: Pick a responsive, SEO-optimized theme suitable for your niche. 5.
Install Essential Plugins: Such as SEO plugins, caching, security, and backups.

Core Features and Basic Customization



Understanding the WordPress Dashboard

The dashboard is your control panel, providing access to: - Posts and Pages management -
Appearance customization - Plugin and theme management - User management - Site settings and
updates

Creating Content: Posts vs. Pages

- Posts: Chronologically ordered content, ideal for blogs. - Pages: Static content such as About,
Contact, or Services pages.

Customizing Your Website’s Appearance

- Themes: Change the look and layout. - Widgets: Add blocks of content to sidebars and footers. -
Menus: Create navigation menus for easy site navigation. - Customizer: Access live previews for
real-time adjustments.

Installing and Managing Plugins

Plugins extend WordPress functionality: - Popular Plugins: - Yoast SEO (SEO optimization) -
Jetpack (security and performance) - Contact Form 7 (contact forms) - WooCommerce (e-
commerce) - To install: Navigate to Plugins > Add New, search, and install.

SEO and Performance Optimization for Beginners

Basic SEO Practices

- Use SEO-friendly URLs (permalinks) - Optimize titles, meta descriptions, and headers - Install
SEO plugins like Yoast SEO - Create high-quality, relevant content - Use internal linking

Speed and Performance Tips

- Use caching plugins (e.g., W3 Total Cache) - Optimize images with compression tools - Choose
lightweight themes - Minimize plugins to essential ones - Use a Content Delivery Network (CDN)

Moving to Advanced WordPress Techniques (2018 and
Beyond)

Customizing Themes and Creating Child Themes

- Why Child Themes? To safely modify themes without losing updates. - How to Create a Child
Theme: 1. Create a new folder in wp-content/themes 2. Add a style.css with template reference 3.
Enqueue parent theme styles 4. Customize functions and templates
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Using Page Builders for Advanced Layouts

Popular drag-and-drop page builders include: - Elementor - Beaver Builder - Visual Composer
These tools allow you to design complex layouts without coding.

Implementing Custom Post Types and Taxonomies

- Extend WordPress to handle different content types (e.g., Portfolio, Testimonials) - Register
custom taxonomies for better content classification - Use code snippets or plugins like Custom
Post Type UI

Security and Backup Strategies

- Use security plugins (e.g., Wordfence, Sucuri) - Enable regular backups (e.g., UpdraftPlus) -
Keep WordPress core, themes, and plugins updated - Implement SSL certificates for HTTPS

Optimizing for E-commerce and Membership Sites

- Use WooCommerce for online stores - Install membership plugins (e.g., MemberPress) -
Configure payment gateways and product pages - Ensure compliance with security standards

Performance Monitoring and Analytics

- Integrate Google Analytics - Use performance monitoring tools (e.g., GTmetrix, Pingdom) -
Regularly audit your site for speed and SEO issues

Best Practices and Tips for Mastering WordPress

Regular Maintenance

- Update WordPress, themes, and plugins promptly - Clean up unused themes and plugins -
Monitor uptime and site performance

Content Strategy Development

- Plan editorial calendars - Use categories and tags effectively - Incorporate multimedia for
engaging content

Learning Resources and Community Engagement

- Follow official WordPress.org documentation - Participate in forums and local meetups -
Subscribe to tutorials and blogs (e.g., WPBeginner, WPExplorer)



Staying Ahead with New Features

- Keep track of WordPress core updates - Explore new plugins and themes - Experiment with
emerging technologies like Gutenberg block editor

Conclusion

Mastering WordPress from beginner to advanced levels by 2018 equips you with the skills needed
to create professional, optimized websites. Starting with fundamental setup and customization
allows you to establish a solid online presence, while exploring advanced techniques like child
themes, custom post types, and performance optimization unlocks limitless possibilities. As
WordPress continues to evolve, staying informed and engaged with the community ensures your
skills remain current and your websites thrive. Meta Description: Discover the ultimate guide to
WordPress for beginners up to advanced users in 2018. Learn setup, customization, SEO,
security, and advanced techniques to build and optimize your website effectively.

WordPress for Beginners Up to Advanced (2018): The Ultimate Guide to Mastering Your Website
Building a website can seem daunting, especially if you're new to the world of web development.
However, WordPress has revolutionized the way individuals and businesses create online
presences, offering a versatile, user-friendly platform that caters to both beginners and advanced
users. In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore everything you need to know about
WordPress—from the basics to advanced features—specifically tailored for the 2018 landscape
and beyond.

Introduction to WordPress

What is WordPress?

WordPress is an open-source Content Management System (CMS) that powers over 30% of all
websites on the internet as of 2018. Originally launched in 2003 as a blogging platform, it has
evolved into a full-fledged website builder suitable for blogs, online stores, portfolios, forums, and
more. Key features include: - Easy to install and set up - Extensive library of themes and plugins -
Highly customizable with code or visual editors - Strong community support - SEO-friendly
architecture

Why Choose WordPress?

- User-Friendly: Even non-technical users can build and manage their websites. - Flexible: From
simple blogs to complex e-commerce sites. - Cost-Effective: The core software is free; costs are
primarily for hosting, themes, and plugins. - Community & Support: An active global community
offering tutorials, forums, and updates.
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Getting Started with WordPress

Choosing a Domain and Hosting

Before installing WordPress, you need a domain name and web hosting. Some popular hosting
providers in 2018 include Bluehost, SiteGround, and WPEngine. Tips: - Select a domain name that
reflects your brand or purpose. - Opt for hosting plans optimized for WordPress for better
performance. - Consider scalability as your site grows.

Installing WordPress

Most hosts provide one-click WordPress installation options: 1. Log into your hosting control
panel. 2. Use the auto-installer (e.g., Softaculous, Fantastico). 3. Follow prompts to install
WordPress. 4. Set up your admin account and site details. Alternatively, manual installation
involves downloading WordPress from wordpress.org, uploading via FTP, creating a database, and
configuring wp-config.php—more suited for advanced users.

Initial Configuration

Once installed: - Log in to your WordPress admin dashboard at `yourdomain.com/wp-admin`. - Set
your site title, tagline, and timezone. - Configure permalink structure (recommended: Post name).
- Install essential plugins (more on these later).

Basic Features and How to Use Them

Understanding the WordPress Dashboard

Your control center where you manage content, appearance, plugins, and settings. - Posts: For
blog entries. - Pages: Static content like About, Contact. - Media: Upload images, videos,
documents. - Appearance: Themes, widgets, menus. - Plugins: Extend functionality. - Users:
Manage access levels. - Settings: Site configurations.

Creating Content

- Adding Posts: Use the editor to write articles, add images, categorize, and tag. - Creating Pages:
For static content; use the same editor. - Media Management: Upload and organize media files for
easy insertion.

Managing Themes

Themes determine your site's look and feel. - Installing Themes: From the Appearance > Themes
menu or upload custom themes. - Popular Free Themes (2018): Twenty Seventeen, Astra,



OceanWP. - Premium Themes: Available on marketplaces like ThemeForest or directly from theme
providers.

Customizing Appearance

- Use the Customizer (Appearance > Customize) to adjust site identity, colors, menus, widgets,
and homepage settings. - For more advanced customization, edit theme files via a child theme.

Expanding Functionality with Plugins

What are Plugins?

Plugins are add-ons that enhance your site’s features without coding.

Must-Have Plugins in 2018

- Yoast SEO: Optimize your site for search engines. - Jetpack: Security, backups, performance
tools. - WP Super Cache: Improve site speed. - Contact Form 7: Create contact forms. -
WooCommerce: Build an e-commerce store. - Wordfence Security: Protect against threats. -
UpdraftPlus: Backup and restore your site.

Installing and Managing Plugins

1. Go to Plugins > Add New. 2. Search or upload plugin files. 3. Install and activate. 4. Configure
plugin settings as needed.

Best Practices for Plugins

- Keep plugins updated. - Avoid installing too many to prevent site slowdown. - Choose reputable
plugins with good reviews.

Advanced Customization and Development

Child Themes

- Used to modify existing themes without losing updates. - Create a separate theme directory with
only the customizations. - Essential for developers customizing themes.

Custom Post Types and Taxonomies

- Extend WordPress beyond posts and pages. - Useful for portfolios, testimonials, products. - Use
plugins like Custom Post Type UI or code.
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Hooks, Actions, and Filters

- Enable developers to modify core behavior. - PHP knowledge required. - Examples: - Hook into
the login process. - Filter post content.

Creating Custom Plugins

- For site-specific features. - Structure: - Create a PHP file with plugin header. - Add custom
functions. - Best for developers.

REST API and Headless WordPress

- Use WordPress as a backend for frontend frameworks like React or Vue.js. - Enables modern,
decoupled site architectures.

SEO Optimization for WordPress Sites

On-Page SEO

- Use Yoast SEO to optimize titles, meta descriptions, and readability. - Use descriptive URLs. -
Optimize images with alt tags.

Technical SEO

- Improve site speed with caching and image optimization. - Ensure mobile responsiveness. - Use
SSL certificates for HTTPS.

Content Strategy

- Regularly publish high-quality content. - Use categories and tags effectively. - Build backlinks
naturally.

Security and Maintenance

Securing Your WordPress Site

- Keep WordPress, themes, and plugins updated. - Use security plugins like Wordfence. -
Implement strong passwords and user roles. - Regular backups with UpdraftPlus or similar.

Performance Optimization

- Use caching plugins. - Minimize plugin use. - Optimize images. - Use a Content Delivery Network
(CDN) like Cloudflare.



Regular Maintenance Tasks

- Update software regularly. - Check for broken links. - Monitor site analytics. - Clean up spam
comments and unused plugins.

Monetizing Your WordPress Website

- Affiliate marketing - Selling products via WooCommerce - Displaying ads (Google AdSense) -
Offering memberships or subscriptions - Creating online courses or digital downloads

Future Trends and Tips for 2018 and Beyond

- Embrace mobile-first design. - Leverage AMP (Accelerated Mobile Pages). - Use schema markup
for better SEO. - Focus on website speed and user experience. - Explore integration with social
media platforms. - Stay updated with new plugins and themes.

Conclusion

WordPress remains the most popular CMS for a reason—its flexibility, extensive ecosystem, and
user-friendly interface make it accessible for beginners yet powerful enough for advanced
developers. Whether you're just starting out in 2018 or aiming to deepen your skills, mastering
WordPress involves understanding its core features, customizing its appearance, extending its
capabilities with plugins and code, and ensuring security and performance. Remember, the key to
success is continuous learning. Explore tutorials, participate in forums, and experiment with new
features to stay ahead in the ever-evolving landscape of web development. With dedication and
the right resources, you'll be able to create stunning, functional websites that stand out. Embark
on your WordPress journey today—your online presence awaits!

Questions & Answers About wordpress for beginners up to
advanced 2018

N
o

Question Answer

1 What is WordPress and why is it
popular for website creation?

WordPress is an open-source content management
system (CMS) that allows users to create, manage, and
publish websites easily. Its popularity stems from its
user-friendly interface, extensive plugin and theme
options, and a large community that offers support and
resources.
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2 How do I install WordPress on
my hosting server?

You can install WordPress manually by downloading it
from WordPress.org, uploading it to your web server via
FTP, creating a database, and running the installation
script. Alternatively, many hosting providers offer one-
click WordPress installation options through their
control panel, simplifying the process.

3 What are the essential plugins
every WordPress beginner
should install?

Some essential plugins include Yoast SEO for search
optimization, Akismet for spam protection, Jetpack for
site security and performance, and a caching plugin like
W3 Total Cache to improve site speed.

4 How can I customize the
appearance of my WordPress
site?

You can customize your site's appearance by choosing
and installing a theme, then using the WordPress
Customizer to modify colors, layouts, and other design
elements. For more advanced customization, you can
create child themes or edit CSS directly.

5 What are the differences
between pages and posts in
WordPress?

Pages are static, timeless content such as 'About' or
'Contact' pages, whereas posts are dynamic, time-
sensitive content like blog articles. Pages are
hierarchical and not listed in reverse chronological
order, while posts are organized by date and categories.

6 How can I optimize my
WordPress site for SEO?

Use SEO plugins like Yoast SEO, create quality and
relevant content, utilize proper heading tags, optimize
images with alt text, improve site speed, and ensure
mobile responsiveness to enhance your site's search
engine rankings.

7 What security best practices
should I follow for WordPress?

Keep WordPress, themes, and plugins updated; use
strong, unique passwords; enable two-factor
authentication; install security plugins like Wordfence;
regularly back up your site; and restrict login attempts
to prevent unauthorized access.

8 How can I improve the speed
and performance of my
WordPress website?

Implement caching with plugins like W3 Total Cache,
optimize images, minify CSS and JavaScript files, use a
Content Delivery Network (CDN), and choose a reliable
hosting provider to enhance site speed.

9 What advanced features can I
add to my WordPress site as I
grow?

As you advance, you can add e-commerce functionality
with WooCommerce, create custom post types and
taxonomies, implement membership systems, integrate
third-party APIs, and develop custom plugins or themes
for unique features.

10 How do I migrate my WordPress
site to a new domain or hosting
provider?

Use migration plugins like Duplicator or All-in-One WP
Migration to create a complete backup of your site, then
restore it on the new server. Ensure you update your site
URLs in the database and update DNS settings to point
to your new hosting environment.

WordPress tutorial, WordPress beginner guide, WordPress advanced tips, WordPress 2018
features, WordPress setup, WordPress themes, WordPress plugins, WordPress security,
WordPress SEO, WordPress customization
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